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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today from wherever you are. We are very glad to 
be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Lent is a season of preparation for Easter, 
and traditionally has been seen as the principal occasion to prepare for 
baptism, as well as reconciliation. It is a spring-time of faith, where 
we focus on confession, self-denial, study, and giving of our time and 
money.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship.  
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
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The Gathering 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 
 
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 

 
 

 
The Collect 
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We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Exodus 20:1-17 

 

Then God spoke all these words: 

2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before[a] me. 

4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I 
the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of 
parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6 but 
showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation[b] of those who love me 
and keep my commandments. 

7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for 
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 For six days you shall labour 
and do all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; 
you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or 



	   6	  

female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested 
the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

12 Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you. 

13 You shall not murder.[c] 

14 You shall not commit adultery. 

15 You shall not steal. 

16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 

17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbour. 

 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
1 Corinthians 1:18-22 

 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
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This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn – Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 
 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
 pilgrim through this barren land; 
 I am weak, but thou art mighty, 
 hold me with thy powerful hand: 
 bread of heaven, 
 feed me now and evermore. 
 
2 Open now the crystal fountain 
 whence the healing stream doth flow; 
 let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
 lead me all my journey through: 
 strong deliverer, 
 be thou still my strength and shield. 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan 
 bid my anxious fears subside; 
 death of death, and hell's destruction, 
 land me safe on Canaan's side: 
 songs of praises 
 I will ever give to thee. 
 
 
Arglwydd arwain drwy'r anialwch  
William Williams (1717-1791) 
Translated by Peter Williams (1727-1796)	  
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Gospel Reading – John 2:13-22 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-
changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 
out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins 
of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were 
selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house 
a market-place!’ 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your 
house will consume me.’ 18 The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show 
us for doing this?’ 19 Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.’ 20 The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ 21 But he 
was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Creed 
 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
 
 

The Peace 
Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 

Romans 5.1,2	  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

Hymn – Just as I am, without one plea 
 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
1 Just as I am, without one plea 
 but that thy blood was shed for me, 
 and that thou bidst me come to thee, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
2 Just as I am, though tossed about 
 with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
 fightings within and fears without, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
3 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
 sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
 Yea, all I need, in thee to find, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
4 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
 wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve: 
 because thy promise I believe, 
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 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
5 Just as I am (thy love unknown 
 has broken every barrier down), 
 now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
6 Just as I am, of that free love 
 the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 
 here for a season, then above, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
You are worthy of our thanks and praise, 
Lord God of truth, 
for by the breath of your mouth 
you have spoken your word, 
and all things have come into being. 
 
You fashioned us in your image 
and placed us in the garden of your delight. 
Though we chose the path of rebellion 
you would not abandon your own. 
 
 
 



	   12	  

Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace. 
You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets 
to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace. 
As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth, 
we echo the song of the angels in heaven, 
evermore praising you and saying: 
    
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
 
Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; 
dying for his own, 
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
 
On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 
Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth, 
heal the sick, 
let the oppressed go free 
and fill your Church with power from on high. 
 
Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with St James and all your saints 
at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our 
Saviour has taught us 

	  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 
All: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes 
 
All: Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
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have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed 
are those who are called to his supper.  
All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word, and I shall be healed. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up 
your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
All: Amen. 
 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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